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How an Olympic City is Chosen
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Imagine your town or city being invaded by foreigners. Millions of
them. They come from all over the globe, from places you're familiar
with, places you've never heard of, and hundreds in between. And
while they all look and sound very different from one another, they all
have something in common: They love the Olympics and they're
calling your town home for the next month. Think your town could
handle it? Could you?

Think for a minute why a city would want to do that to itself.
Millions of visitors can mean a lot of wear and tear, right? Imagine
having to find places to stay for all those people. What about
transportation - how would all those people get around? Cities all over
the globe have fought bitterly to win the honor of hosting the
Olympics. There are many reasons why.

One reason is pride. The Olympics have been around since 1896,
each two years in a different city. A city and its country are very
honored to host so many different people. As most people are proud
of their city and country, they love to show it off. The Olympics try to
bring athletes together with a feeling of international brotherhood, and
cities that host Olympics are proud to be part of it.

Another, more practical, reason is money. Go back to thinking about
millions of international visitors in your town. They all need to have
someplace to stay and eat. And many of them want to shop. All those
things cost money, and people in your town would be making lots of
money from all those visitors.

So how does a city earn the honor of hosting the Olympics? It is a
process that takes many years and a truckload of effort. The
International Olympic Committee, or IOC, controls how a city is
chosen. First, a city must make an application. The application is a
questionnaire, and the IOC reviews each city's answers. The IOC then
decides which cities will be chosen as one of a very few "candidate"
cities. This part of the process takes about 10 months.

Those cities chosen to be candidate cities then have a lot of work to

do. Each city then has to prove that it is capable of hosting the
Olympic Games. This means that a city has to prove that it has
enough room for everyone to stay, enough transportation and, most
importantly, enough sports arenas for the Games. Many cities have to
build sports arenas and other buildings especially for the Olympics. A
candidate city's plans have to be very impressive to win the Olympic
Games.

Once plans are drawn, each candidate city makes a proposal to the
IOC. The IOC's board members carefully review each city's proposal.
The IOC then votes on a winning candidate city. This final vote is
taken many years before the Olympics will be held. For example, in
2005, the IOC chose London as the host of the 30th Olympiad in
2012!

Of course, the selection process isn't easy and isn't always honest as
the IOC's rules say it should be. Some cities have been caught trying
to bribe IOC officials, and some IOC officials have been caught
taking bribes. Being chosen as an Olympic city can also create a lot of
expense for a city. Montreal, Canada, hosted the Olympics in 1976,
and only recently paid off debts from hosting the Olympics.

Despite the cost and effort needed to win an Olympic bid, cities that
win are very proud and excited. When the IOC voted on the host of
the 2012 games, thousands of people from New York, London, Paris,
Moscow, and Madrid gathered in their cities to await the choice. And
while New Yorkers, Parisians, Muscovites, and Madrilenians went
home disappointed, Londoners can look forward to being the center of
global attention in 2012!

How an Olympic City is Chosen

Questions

1. What is the author's purpose of this writing?

A. to persuade
B. to entertain
C. to inform

2. Hosting the Olympic Games can be difficult.

A. True
B. False
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3. The modern Olympics have been around since what year?

A. 1976
B. 1956
C. 1896
D. 1902

4. What city will host the 2012 games?

A. New York
B. Paris
C. Moscow
D. London

5. All cities that apply to host the Olympics are considered
candidate cities.

A. False
B. True

6. What international body selects the host city?

A. The European Union
B. The World Sports Federation
C. The International Olympic Committee
D. The United Nations

7. A candidate city has to prove that it has or will have enough
facilities for the games.

A. False
B. True

8. The initial application process for hosting the Olympics takes
how long?

A. About 10 months
B. About a month
C. About a year
D. About 10 years

9. The Olympics can make a city a lot of money.

A. True
B. False

Would you like to attend the Olympics someday? Why or why not?


